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Principal results1996 
In spring 1996 the population of the European Union was measured at 367 million people, taking into account 
only private households. 
-149 million had a job during the survey reference week, giving an employment rate of 49.4% for the whole EU, 
with the lowest rate in Spain at 38% and the highest in Denmark at 6 1 % 
-16% of people with jobs said that they worked part-time, 81% of these part-time workers being women 
-14% of employees had a work-contract of limited duration (34% of employees in Spain) 
- the employees working full-time, work in average 40.3 hours per week (41.1 hours per week for males - 38.9 
for females) 
-18 million people had no job but were available for work and looking for work, giving an unemployment rate of 
10.7% for the whole EU, reaching 15.6% in Finland and 22.2% in Spain 
- 48% of unemployed persons had been looking for work for over a year, 
- 50% of unemployed persons had not completed upper-secondary level education 
- 2 1 % of unemployed persons were looking for their first job (the figure for Italy being over 50%). 
Data refers to Spring 1995 for Germany and Spring 1996 for all the other EU member States. 
Population, activity and inactivity - EUR 15 - 1996 
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Work status of persons aged of 15 years and more, EUR15 - 1996 
Persons aged 1 5 years 
Total: 302.4 million 
% female: 




Persons in employment 
Total: 149.3 million 
% female: 41.7 







< 25 years: 14.2 
Not available for 
full-time job 
Total: 16.6 mi/lion 
% female: 83.0 




Total: 4.5 mil/ion 
% female: 72.3 
% < 25 years: 19. 1 
Full-time job 
Total: 124.8 million 
% female: 34.0 
% < 25 years: 11.3 
Self-employed 
Total: 19.9 million 
% female: 22.4 
% < 25 years: 31.9 
Family workers 
Total: 2.3 million 
% female: 65.5 
% < 25 years: 1 7.9 
Employees 
Total: 102.6 million 
% female: 35.6 
% < 25 years: 12.8 
Unemployed persons 
Total: 18.0 million 
% female: 49.1 
% < 25 years: 26.8 
Unemployed 
less than 1 year 
Total: 9.2 million 
% female: 47.5 
% < 25 years: 31.3 
Searching for a 
full-time job 
Total: 7.3 mil/ion 
% female: 42.0 
% < 25 years: 31.9 
Unemployed 
1 year or longer 
Total: 8.6 mil/ion 
% female: 51.0 
% < 25 years: 21.2 
Searching for a 
full-time job 
Total: 6.8 million 
% female: 47.3 
% < 25 years: 21.6 
Non-active persons 
Total: 135. 1 million 
% female: 63.5 



















< 25 years: 13.1 
Does not want 
to have work 
Total: 117.2 million 
% female: 63.9 
% < 25 years: 1 7.0 
Would like to have work 
but not seeking employment 
Total: 8.1 million 
% female: 66.0 
% < 25 years: 29.1 
Seeking employment 
but not available 
Total: 1.9 million 
% female: 56.5 
% < 25 years: 29.4 
Permanent job 
Total: 91.5 million 
% female: 35. 1 
% < 25 years: 9.6 
Temporary job 




< 25 years: 40.0 
eurostat 
In certain cases. because of non-response, the sum of sub-categories does not equal the total for that category. 




3 2 1 
in % of total population 
1 2 3 
in % of total population 




























Table 1 - Labour force survey 1996 - Males and females d) 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
- 1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2) 
Total of non-actives 
- 1000 










































































































































































































































(2) Only for unemployed aged 25 to 59 Ξ33 
eurostat 
Table 1 - Labour force survey 1996 - Males and females (1) 









































Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 












































































































- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 





























































-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 















Total of non-actives 
- 1000 
- In education - % 
j ros tat 
Table 2 - Labour force survey 1996 - Males (1) 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
- 1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2> 
Total of non-actives 
- 1000 









































































































































































































































(1) Germany- 1995 
(2) Only for unemployed aged 25 to 59 eurostat 











































































































































































































































Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
- 1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2) 
Total of non-actives 
- 1000 
- In education - % 
eurostat 
Table 3 - Labour force survey 1996 - Females (1) 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
-1000 









































































































































































Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 




















-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2) 
Total of non-actives 
- 1000 









































'" Germany- 1995 
<2) Only for unemployed aged 25 to 59 eurostat 











































































































































































































































Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
- 1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2> 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 
- In education - % 
Elä 
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Table 4 - Labour force survey 1996 - Population aged under 25 years (D 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
- 1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 


































































































































































































-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
Total of non-actives 
- 1000 







































































































































































































































































Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
- 1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
Total of non-actives 
- 1000 
- In education - % 
eurostat 
Explanatory notes 
The European Labour Force Survey was conducted in 
spring 1996 in the 15 Member States of the European 
Union in accordance with Council Regulation (EEC) No. 
3711/91 of 16 December 1991. For Germany the 
published results are for the second quarter of 1995. 
A detailed description of the sampling methods, the 
adjustment procedures, the definitions and the common 
Community coding currently used in the labour force 
survey is presented in the publication Labour Force Survey 
- Methods and definitions, 1992 series. 
Basic concepts and definitions 
All these definitions apply to persons aged 15 years and 
over, living in private households. The concepts and 
definitions used in the survey follow the guidelines of the 
International Labour Organisation. Persons carrying out 
obligatory military service are not included. 
The survey does not cover persons living in collective 
households such as hostels, halls of residence, medical 
care establishments, religious institutions, collective 
workers' accommodation, etc. About 4 million people are 
estimated to live in such institutions. 
Persons in employment are those who during the 
reference week did any work for pay or profit for at least 
one hour, or were not working but had jobs from which they 
were temporarily absent. Family workers are also included. 
Unemployed persons are those who, during the 
reference week : 
(a) had no employment, and 
(b) were available to start work within the next two weeks, 
and 
(c) had actively sought employment at some time during 
the previous four weeks. 
In addition, unemployed persons include those who had 
no employment and had already found a job to start later. 
Duration of unemployment is defined as: 
(a) the duration of search for a job, or 
(b) the length of the period since the last job was held (if 
this period is shorter than the duration of search for a job). 
The active population is defined as the sum of persons 
in employment and unemployed persons. 
Inactive persons are those who are not classified as 
persons in employment noras unemployed persons. 
Employees are defined as persons who work for a public 
or private employer and who receive compensation in the 
form of wages, salaries, fees, gratuities, payment by 
results or payment in kind; non-conscript members of the 
armed forces are also included. 
The number of usual hours worked per week 
corresponds to the number of hours the person normally 
work including extra hours, either paid or unpaid, which 
the person normally works, but excludes the travel time 
between the home and the place of work as well as the 
main meal breaks. 
Activity rates represent the labour force as a percentage 
of the population aged 15 years and over and living in 
private households. 
Employment rates represent persons in employment as 
a percentage of the population aged 15 years and over and 
living in private households. 
Unemployment rates represent unemployed persons as 
a percentage of the active population. 
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